Government Benchmark 3 Study Guide

Chapter 1: Principles of Government
1. Briefly describe each of the four theories on the origins of the state.
2. What theory on the origins of the state was the most influential in the founding of the U.S.? 
3. What are two types of democracy? Briefly describe each of them.

Chapter 2: Origins of American Government
Sec.1: Our Political Beginnings

1. What were the three landmark English documents that influenced American government?

2. These documents are based on philosophies from the era of history called:

3. Why did the delegates from smaller states object to the Virginia Plan? What was the main difference between the Virginia and New Jersey Plans?
4. Why is the Connecticut Compromise also called the Great Compromise? What is its significance?
5. What other compromises were made?

6. Who were the Federalists and Anti-Federalists?

7. Why did the Anti-Federalists oppose the ratification of the Constitution?
8. Who wrote the Federalist papers and for what purpose?
9. What was added to the Constitution as a result of the debate between the Federalists and Anti-Federalists?

10. What is the purpose of  the Bill of Rights?

Chapter 3: The Constitution

1. What is the Constitution  and what is its basic structure (preamble, amendments)?

2. Why has the Constitution endured for so long?

3. What are the 6 themes of government.  Briefly describe them.
4. What are the three branches of government?  Describe their function.

5. What are basic checks of power that each branch has over the other?

6. Why are Supreme Court Justices appointed?

7. What is the Bill of Rights and what purpose do they serve in the Constitution?

8. What are basic protections from Amendments:  Specifically - 

Chapter 4: Federalism

1. Define federalism. Why did the Framers settle on federalism as the system of government for our nation?

2. Define expressed, implied, and inherent powers. Give at least two examples of each power.

3. Define reserved powers. Give at least two examples of reserved powers.

4. Define concurrent powers. Give two examples.

5. What does the Supremacy Clause state? What is the significance of the Supremacy Clause?

6. What role does the Supreme Court play in our federal system of government? What is judicial review? Why is it important?
7. What are grants-in-aid programs? What are the three types of grants-in-aid programs?  Why do elected officials want federal spending on local projects? (pork barrel)
Chapter 5, 6, 7: The Legislative Branch:
1. The Legislative Branch consists of two parts:  ____ and _____.  Together, they are called_____.  

2. What are the historical, practical, and theoretical reasons for the bicameral nature of Congress?

3. Describe the characteristics of the House and the Senate in terms of size, term length, & date of election.

4. Describe the qualifications for Representative and Senator.

5. Who are the leaders in the House?  In the Senate?

6. What is the advantage of being the majority party in both House and Senate?

7. What are PACs?  How are they influential?

8. What are the expressed and implied powers of Congress? Give examples.

9. Why has the Necessary and Proper Clause been called the Elastic Clause?

10. What are apportionment, redistricting, and gerrymandering?

11. Describe the different functions of the four types of Congressional committees.
12. What is the role of a lobbyist in legislation?

13. What is a bill? How does it become a law?

14. Define pocket veto and pigeonholing

15. Define impeachment.  Describe the two part process.
Chapter 8, 9, 10:  The Executive Branch

1.  What are formal, stated qualifications to be President?
2. What are informal requirements to be President?

3. Describe Presidential succession 

4. What are powers of the President?  Provide examples.

5. What are roles of the President?  Provide examples.

6. Describe the system of electing the president?

7. How are the number of electors from each state determined in the Electoral College system?

8. Who is included in the Cabinet?  What are their general characteristics?

