Final Exam Study Guide – U.S. Government 

· Be able to describe the functions and responsibilities of the Executive bureaucracy—Executive Office of the President (Chief of Staff, National Security Advisor, Office of Management and Budget, White House Counsel, etc.), Executive Departments (State, Treasury, Interior, Justice, Commerce, Defense, Health & Human Services, etc.), 

· Know court procedures in civil and criminal cases from arrest through preliminary hearing, arraignment, trial and verdict (developing a flowchart will be helpful).

· Know details about and differences between the House of Representatives and Senate—Constitutional qualifications, terms, responsibilities, leadership, committee structure and function (select and joint committees, subcommittees), representation, distribution of seats, apportionment/reapportionment.

· Know how public opinion is formed and measured—influences on political (voter) behavior, propaganda, media, polling.

· Know how Supreme Court selects and decides on cases—writ of certiorari, “rule of four.”

· Know the basic concepts of the judicial system—adversary system, jurisdiction, precedent, judicial review, appellate courts, writ of certiorari, judicial review.

· Know how the contributions of the Greek and Roman empires; the philosophies of Hobbes, Locke and Montesquieu; our shared colonial experience; and the ideas of the Framers of the Constitution helped shape our political system.

· Know the definition and principles of citizenship—how to get it and lose it (14th Amendment—jus solis and jus sanguinis), obligations, rights and responsibilities.

· Know the definition and principles of voting—qualifications, restrictions, responsibilities.

· Know the definitions and functions of political parties—purpose, membership, structure and organization, funding, platforms.

· Know the definitions of and distinctions among different economic systems—socialism, communism, capitalism (invisible hand), market system (laissez faire).

· Know the definitions of and distinctions among different political systems—democracy, monarchy, authoritarian (dictatorship, totalitarianism, fascism).

· Know the details about Congress—functions, obligations, history (Great Compromise, etc.), congressional support (staff, lobbyists, legislative agencies).

· Know the difference among delegated, reserved and concurrent powers.

· Know the essentials of the Presidency—Constitutional qualifications, terms, benefits, voter expectations of; and be able to describe the Changing Presidency—Founders’ intent, early presidents, increases in power (national emergencies, world leadership after 1945 FDR), growth of federal bureaucracy.

· Know the issues involved with civil rights and civil liberties—desegregation, de jure and de facto segregation, 14th Amendment (equal protection), segregation/desegregation, affirmative action.

· Know the key events that occurred during the Revolutionary period—Stamp Act, Virginia Plan, New Jersey Plan, Three-Fifths Compromise, Articles of Confederation, Constitutional Convention.

· Know the legislative powers of Congress—power of the purse (taxing, spending, borrowing), coining money, commerce powers, war powers, judicial powers, implied powers (necessary and proper or “elastic clause”), denied powers (suspending writs of habeas corpus, passing bills of attainder or ex post facto laws).

· Know the major principles, concepts and protections supporting our political system—bicameralism and unicameralism, constitutional supremacy, rule of law, popular sovereignty, checks and balances, separation of powers, federalism, limited government, self-evident truths, inherent and enumerated powers, Judicial Review (Marbury v. Madison), establishment clause, Writ of habeas corpus, Ex post facto law, Bills of Attainder.

· Know the distinction among unitary, confederate and federal systems.

· Know the nature and functions of law in America—history and sources of law, common law, etc.

· Know the non-legislative power of Congress—conducting investigations, amending the Constitution, governing federal territories, choosing executive officials, removing officials, giving “advice and consent.”

· Know the powers and roles of the president—executive, legislative, judicial, diplomatic, military; chief executive, chief of state, chief diplomat, commander in chief, etc.

· Know the rights described in the Bill of Rights and the 14th Amendment—why were they added; what are due process of law, search warrant, probable cause, self-incrimination, double jeopardy, separation of church and state, exclusionary rule.

· Know the process by which bills are introduced, assigned, debated (riders attached, etc.), passed (or not), and enacted.

· Know what interest groups are and how they affect politics—restrictions on, single-issue vs. broad-based, activities of (influencing elections, lobbying, going to court), PACs (political action committees).

· Understand the court system and its jurisdictions and appellate responsibilities—state trial courts, state supreme courts, U.S. District Courts, U.S. Court of Appeals, U.S. Supreme Court.

· Understand the principles and nuances of the First Amendment—freedoms of religion (including establishment clause), speech (libel, slander, symbolic speech, seditious speech, obscenity, prior restraint), press, assembly, petition.

Sample Short-Answer Questions:

· Describe and analyze the following cases, including the constitutional issues involved, the final court decisions and the precedents they established:  Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka Kansas, Gideon v. Wainwright, Miranda v. Arizona,  Gibbons v. Ogden, Escobedo v. Illinois, Marbury v. Madison, McCulloch v. Maryland, Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, U.S. v. Virginia, U.S. v. Nixon, Baker v. Carr.

· Explain how the Constitution and structure of the American government guard against tyranny?

· Describe the process of getting a bill introduced and ultimately passed.

· Why is it difficult to unseat incumbents in office? 

· Ultimately, what influences public opinion?

· Is “public opinion” different from a knowledgeable public?

· Barack Obama chose his Cabinet between the time he was elected, confirmed and inaugurated.  What criteria did he use to make his selections?

· Why is the public expression of unpopular ideas—i.e., obscenity and many forms of unprotected speech—difficult for the courts to deal with?

· Describe the importance of separation of powers

· Where do we draw the line between individual freedoms and the public interest?
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